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argument against it conclusive, but could not advise the peers to risk
the misrepresentation which would surely follow if they rejected it.
Kosebery, who by now was in a state of serious alarm about Liberal
and Radical finance, thought that " a scheme so prodigal of expendi-
ture " might " deal a blow at the Empire which would be almost
mortal." The Lords made certain amendments in Committee (includ-
ing one limiting the duration of the scheme to seven years) which the
Speaker ruled out as breaches of the Commons privilege in dealing
with the conditions on which money should be spent, and the Bill
was passed as it left the Commons.
3
Budget and Old Age Pensions came within the sphere of finance,
which still in these days was thought to be the prerogative of the
House of Commons. Most other measures of importance in this
session were either wrecked by the House of Lords or encountered
such opposition that, with certain destruction awaiting them when
they reached that assembly, it seemed not worth while to pursue them.
With some temerity Asquith had chosen Temperance as the principal
measure of his first session, and his first important appearance as
Prime Minister was on April 28 when he introduced and obtained
a first reading for his Licensing Bill. This, like the Education Bill
of 1906, directly challenged Unionst legislation in the previous Parlia-
ment, and there was every likelihood that it would be resisted with
the same vehemence. Once again as in previous years Liberals spoke
scornfully of the alliance between beer and the Bible, and the rally
of all the Unionist forces in one session for the defence of Church
interests in Voluntary schools, and in another of the brewers' interests
in public-houses gave colour to their gibe. The combination was
no doubt accidental, but it was also very formidable.
The choice of Temperance as a battle-ground, like that of Education
in 1906, has been condemned by critics in after years as a blunder in
strategy. But those who judge thus have forgotten or never knew
the old Liberal party. Greater sobriety combined with a less Puritan
outlook, has damped zeal for temperance legislation in the subsequent
years, but at the beginning of the century it still held its place in the
minds of an immense number of Liberals as one of the most urgent
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